
بسم اهللا الرحمن الرحيم

A Summary of the ‘Aqeedah of Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa‘ah

regarding

Allaah’s Names and Attributes

Based on the works of Shaikh Muhammad ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaymeen
and Shaikh Saalih ibn Fawzaan al-Fawzaan

(compiled by ‘Adnaan ibn Salmaan)



[2:143]وََكَذِلَك َجَعْلَناُكْم أُمًة َوَسطًا لَتُكونُوْا ُشَهَداء َعَلى الناِس َوَيُكوَن الرُسوُل َعَلْيُكْم َشِهيًدا  

[1:6]اهِدنَــــا الصَراَط الُمسَتِقيَم  

من غير تمثيل

من غير تفويض من غير تكييف

من غير تعطيل
[42:11]لَْيَس َكِمْثِلِه َشْيٌء  

[42:11] َوُهَو السِميُع الَبِصيرُ 
[112:4]َوَلْم َيُكن لهُ ُكُفًوا َأَحٌد  

[19:65]َهْل تـَْعَلُم َلهُ َسِميا  

[17:36]َوالَ تـَْقُف َما لَْيَس َلَك ِبِه ِعْلٌم  

ْعَلُموَن   [2:169]َوَأن تـَُقوُلوْا َعَلى الّلِه َما الَ تـَ

[43:3]ِإنا َجَعْلَناُه قـُْرآنًا َعَربِيا لَعلُكْم تـَْعِقُلوَن  

[16:44]َوأَنَزْلَنا ِإلَْيَك الذْكَر لِتُبَـيَن لِلناِس َما نـُزَل ِإلَْيِهْم  

 صراط اهل الكالم =
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:نؤمن بما وصف اهللا به نفسه في كتابه وبما وصفه به رسوله محمد      

َيانًا لُكل َشْيءٍ  [16:89] َونـَزْلَنا َعَلْيَك اْلِكَتاَب تِبـْ



Thus We have made you a justly balanced nation, that you be witnesses over mankind 
and the Messenger be a witness over you [2:143]

Guide us to the Straight Way [1:6]

Without Tamtheel 
(likening Allaah to the Creation)

Without Tafweed (stating that we know nothing
about the meaning of Allaah’s Attributes) Without Takyeef (trying to describe the precise 

nature of Allaah’s Attributes)

Without Ta’teel 
(negating Allaah’s Attributes)

There is nothing like unto Him [42:11]
And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer 

[42:11] And there is none co-equal or comparable 
unto Him [112:4]

Do you know of any who is similar to Him? 
[19:65]

And follow not that of which 
you have no knowledge [17:36]

And that you should say against Allah 
that which you do not know [2:169]

We verily, have made it a Qur'aan in Arabic, 
that you may be able to understand [43:3]

And We have also sent down unto you the reminder and 
the advice (the Qur'aan), that you may explain clearly 

to men that which is sent down to them [16:44]

The way of Ahl-ul-Kalaam (the people of
theological rhetoric)

=
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We believe in whatever Allaah has described Himself with in His Book and
in whatever His Messenger      has described Him with:

And We have sent down to you the Book 
as an explanation of everything [16:89]



Avoiding the way of Ahl-ul-Kalaam:

For any particular Attribute of Allaah, the Ahl-ul-Kalaam:

1. Initially imagine that affirming it’s apparent meaning necessitates that one is comparing 
Allaah to the creation (tamtheel)

2. To avoid this, they then deny this apparent meaning (ta’teel)
3. They then either say that we know nothing about the meaning of this Attribute (tafweed), or:
4. They give another new meaning for it (ta’weel). This results in them trying to mention the precise 

nature of this Attribute without knowledge (takyeef), and may also result in them likening Allaah 
to the creation (tamtheel).

Narrated Hudhaifa ibn-ul-Yaman: 
“The people used to ask Allah’s Messenger      about the good, and I used to ask about the evil 
out of fear that it would reach me…” [Saheeh-ul-Bukhaaree 7084] 

For example, regarding the Attribute of Istiwaa (Allaah’s Ascending upon the Throne), the Ahl-ul-Kalaam:

1. Initially imagine that affirming it’s apparent meaning would necessitate that Allaah’s Ascending is 
similar to the ascending of something created, such as you or I (tamtheel)

2. To avoid this, they then deny this apparent meaning (ta’teel)
3. They then either say that we know nothing about the meaning of Istiwaa (tafweed), or:
4. They give another new meaning for it (ta’weel) – in this case Istawlaa, which means ‘conquered’. 

This results in them trying to mention the precise nature of this Attribute without knowledge 
(takyeef), and also results in them likening Allaah to the creation (tamtheel). (The creation, 
being deficient, may initially not be in control of something, and then later conquer it).



Dhaatiyyah
Pertaining to Allaah's Essence or Self, 
which He has always and ever will be 
described with

Dhaatiyyah 
Khabariyyah

Terms which, were they applied to us, 
would be body parts

Fi'liyyah
Allaah's Actions which occur in accordance 
with Allaah's Will

Fi'liyyah Muqayyidah
Actions whose meaning is affirmed in one 
sense and whose potential negative 
connotations are negated

Salbiyyah
Attributes which are absolutely negated 
for Allaah

مالزمة لذات اهللا ،لم يزل وال يزال متصفاً بها ذاتية

نظيره أبعاض وأجزاء لنا ذاتية خبرية

المتعلقة بمشيئته فعلية

ال يصف اهللا بها على اإلطالق اال مقيداً  فعلية مقيدة

منفية عن اهللا مطلقاً  سلبية

تعريفات عن الصفات

Definitions regarding the Attributes



وهو سبحانه قد جمع فيما وصف وسمى به نفسه بين النفي واإلثبات

اإلثباتالنفي

اإلسم الصفة
ذاتية فعلية فعلية مقيدة سلبية

الحي الحياة الذي ال يموت
الرحيم الرحمة يرحم

الكالم يتكلم
ينزل
يحب

يمكر
ليس كمثله شيء

السالم ليس فيه نقص وال عيب
ذاتية 
خبرية
اليد
الوجه



And He, the One free from all imperfections, 
in whatever He has described Himself and named Himself with, 

has used both statements of negation and affirmation

Name Attribute

Dhaatiyyah Fi'liyyah Fi'liyyah Muqayyidah Salbiyyah

The Ever-Living Life The One Who dies not

The Particularly 
Merciful

Mercy He has mercy

Speech He speaks

He descends

He loves

He plots against those 
who plot against Him

There is nothing like unto Him

The Flawless One
Free from any deficiency or 

shortcoming

Dhaatiyyah 
Khabariyyah

Hand

Face

NegationAffirmation



و اهللا تعالى أعلم
وصلي اهللا على نبينا محمد وعلى آله وصحبه وسلم


